NoRedInk Sample Plans
In this document, you’ll ﬁnd:
●

Skill focus plans, designed to build a speciﬁc writing skill
within 1–2 class periods

●

Essay unit plans, designed to guide students through the
full process of writing a formal essay

●

SAT/ACT plans, designed to prepare students for grammar
and essay questions on the SAT and ACT

These plans are just examples—adapt any plan to meet your
and your students’ needs!
Plans link directly to assignments in NoRedInk and resources
that you can print or project. Simply click on any assignment to
review, customize, and assign it to your students.

Skill Focus Plans

Skill Focus: Developing a Thesis
Persuasive

Argumentative

Literary Analysis

Objective:

Students develop a strong thesis that expresses an opinion.

Estimated Time:

1 class period

Learn and Try
Practice: Is the Thesis a Fact or Opinion?
Students practice distinguishing strong thesis statements that express opinions from
statements of fact.

10–25
minutes

Before starting to practice, students will see an interactive tutorial for this topic!
Try projecting the tutorial and going through it as a whole class.

Apply
Quick Write: Thesis Statement
Students draft thesis statements based on this prompt: “Are any topics unacceptable for
comedians to tell jokes about?”

10–15
minutes

Feel free to replace this prompt with your own (or ﬁnd more prompts in our
assignment library)!
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Skill Focus: Formatting Dialogue
Narrative

Objective:

Students improve their ability to capitalize and punctuate dialogue.

Estimated Time:

25–40 minutes (classwork and homework)

Diagnose
Quick Write: Short Story with Dialogue
Students respond to this prompt: “Imagine that a person from the past travels to the
present day. Write a story about how your character responds to modern life.”

20–30
minutes

Feel free to replace this prompt with your own (or ﬁnd more prompts in our
assignment library)!
Quick Check: Review students’ short stories. Assign each student one of the practice
assignments below based on what that student struggled with most.

Practice
Practice:

Capitalizing Quotes
Punctuating Quotes

Students practice capitalizing and punctuating quotations.

5-10
minutes
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Skill Focus: Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning
Persuasive

Argumentative

Literary Analysis

Objective:

Students write a paragraph supporting a claim with evidence and reasoning.

Estimated Time:

2 class periods

Draft
Quick Write: Argument Paragraph
Students draft a paragraph based on this prompt: “Imagine you want to convince your
principal to make the school day shorter. Write a paragraph presenting your argument.”

15–20
minutes

Feel free to replace this prompt with your own (or ﬁnd more prompts in our
assignment library)!

Practice
Practice: Identifying Claims, Evidence, and Reasoning
Students walk through a tutorial introducing claims, evidence, and reasoning. Then,
students practice identifying these elements in model paragraphs.

10-25
minutes

This will prepare them to evaluate their peers’ paragraphs during peer review.

Revise
Peer Review: Claim, Evidence, and Reasoning
Students provide anonymous feedback on ﬁve classmates’ paragraphs, then revise their
own paragraphs based on peer feedback.
Rubric:

50–65
minutes

Topic sentence is a claim
Evidence and reasoning support claim
Paragraph is convincing

To learn more about Peer Review, check out this article in our Help Center: How do
I use Peer Reviews in my classroom?

© NoRedInk Corp. All Rights Reserved. www.noredink.com.

Skill Focus: Topic Sentences Support the Thesis
Persuasive

Argumentative

Literary Analysis

Expository/Informational

Objective:

While planning an essay, students develop an outline with strong topic
sentences that support the thesis.

Estimated Time:

2 class periods

Practice
Practice: Is the Topic Sentence On Topic or Off Topic?
Students prepare to write strong topic sentences by evaluating whether topic sentences
support a given thesis.

10–25
minutes

Draft
Graphic Organizer:

Persuasive
Argumentative
Literary Analysis
Expository/Informational

Starting with a thesis and evidence, students identify themes in their evidence and use
these themes to draft topic sentences. Choose the graphic organizer above that best ﬁts
your essay.

15–20
minutes

Use your own essay prompt, or check out our assignment library for inspiration!

Revise
Peer Review: Topic Sentences
Students provide anonymous feedback on ﬁve classmates’ thesis and topic sentences,
then revise their own outlines based on peer feedback.

45–60
minutes

Rubric: Outline is convincing
Topic sentences support the thesis

To learn more about Peer Review, check out this article in our Help Center: How do
I use Peer Reviews in my classroom?
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Essay Unit Plans

Argumentative Essay Unit: The Basics
Objective:

Students plan and write argumentative essays from scratch, focusing on developing strong
thesis statements.

Prompt:

Currently, US citizens can vote when they turn 18. Should the legal voting age be lowered?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

4–7 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1–2 class periods

Graphic Organizer: Selecting a Thesis
Students weigh two opposing opinions and decide which to argue in their essays.
Looking for more pre-writing resources? You can ﬁnd our full collection here!

10-15
minutes

Peer Review: Thesis Statement
Students revise their thesis statements with anonymous feedback from ﬁve classmates.
Rubric: Thesis statement is an opinion
Thesis statement is interesting

30–45
minutes

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Argumentative Essay
Students draft a full argumentative essay with the support of targeted tips.

If needed, allow extra time before drafting for students to collect evidence.
Rubric: Thesis statement is a controversial opinion
Each topic sentence is a claim that supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence is a fact that supports the claim
Conclusion restates the argument and explains why readers should care
Language is speciﬁc and concise

120–180
minutes

Before starting to draft, students will see an interactive tutorial for this activity!
Try projecting the tutorial and going through it as a whole class.

1–2 class periods

Revise
Self Review: Argumentative Essay
Students review and revise their rough drafts with scaffolded support.

30–90
minutes

Rubric: Same as Guided Draft
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Argumentative Essay Unit: Claims and Evidence
Objective:

Students plan and write argumentative essays from scratch, focusing on presenting strong
claims and supporting them with factual evidence.

Prompt:

Should the United States continue to use paper money?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

4–7 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1–2 class periods

Quick Write: Argumentative Essay Thesis Brainstorm
Students brainstorm their thoughts on the prompt and choose a thesis to support.

10-15
minutes

Practice: Choosing Evidence
Before or during the research process, students practice choosing strong evidence.
Topics:

Finding Evidence to Support a Claim
Using Strong Evidence to Support a Claim

Graphic Organizer: Outlining
Students plan their essays by organizing their claims and evidence.
This time estimate includes outlining only; allow extra time for research if needed.

20-50
minutes

10–15
minutes

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Argumentative Essay
Students draft a full argumentative essay with the support of targeted tips.
Rubric:

120–180
minutes

Thesis statement is a controversial opinion
Each topic sentence is a claim that supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence is a fact that supports the claim
Reasoning connects the evidence to the claim

1–2 class periods

Revise
Peer Review: Body Paragraph

Students submit one body paragraph for anonymous feedback from ﬁve classmates.
Rubric

Topic sentence is a claim
Evidence is a fact that supports the claim
Paragraph is convincing

30–90
minutes

If your students aren’t ready to rate on these criteria, consider updating the “Who can rate?”
option to “Only students who have mastered….” You’ll be prompted to assign relevant practice.
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Argumentative Essay Unit: Structure and Flow
Objective:

Students plan and write argumentative essays from scratch, focusing on basic elements of
strong argumentative essay structure.

Prompt:

Are superheroes, like Batman, bad role models for children?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

5–7 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1 class period

Model Essay: ”So Teens Can Learn, Let Them Sleep!”
Have students read the model essay and identify reasons why the argument is convincing.
How does the structure of the essay help the writer persuade readers?

15-20
minutes

Try projecting the essay and discussing students’ observations as a whole class!
Graphic Organizer: Generating a Thesis and Topic Sentences
Students brainstorm ideas and choose a thesis and supporting claims.
This time estimate includes brainstorming only; allow extra time for research.

15–20
minutes

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Argumentative Essay
Students draft a full argumentative essay with the support of targeted tips.
Rubric:

Thesis statement is a controversial opinion
Each topic sentence is a claim that supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence is a fact that supports the claim
Conclusion restates the argument and explains why readers should care
Transition words and phrases effectively link ideas

120–180
minutes

2–3 class periods

Revise
Practice:

Thesis Statement
Topic Sentences
Evidence
Conclusion
Transitions

20–50
minutes

Review students’ ﬁrst drafts. Assign each student to complete one of these practices
based on which rubric item that student struggled with most.
Self Review: Argumentative Essay
Students review and revise their rough drafts with scaffolded support.

30-90
minutes
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Persuasive Essay Unit
Objective:

Students plan and write persuasive essays from scratch based on a prompt.

Prompt:

Are pranks mean or fun?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

4–7 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1 class period

Graphic Organizer: Generating a Thesis and Topic Sentences
Students brainstorm ideas and choose a thesis and supporting reasons.
Looking for more pre-writing resources? You can ﬁnd our full collection here!

15–20
minutes

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Persuasive Essay
Students draft a full persuasive essay with the support of targeted tips.

If needed, allow extra time before drafting for students to collect evidence.
Rubric: Thesis statement presents an opinion
Each topic sentence supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence is speciﬁc and supports the topic sentence
Conclusion provides a sense of closure to the essay
Language is speciﬁc and concise

120–180
minutes

1–3 class periods

Revise
Practice: Thesis Statement
Topic Sentences
Evidence
Conclusion
Speciﬁc and Concise Language

10–25
minutes

Review students’ ﬁrst drafts. Assign each student to complete one of these
practices based on which rubric item that student struggled with most.
Self Review: Persuasive Essay
Students review and revise their rough drafts with scaffolded support.
Rubric:

30–90
minutes

Same as Guided Draft
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Literary Analysis Essay Unit
Objective:

Students plan and write literary analysis essays from scratch based on a theme in the text.

Prompt:

Choose a major theme in the text. How does the author develop this theme?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

5–8 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

2–3 class periods

Graphic Organizer: Identifying a Theme to Use in a Thesis

15–20
minutes

Students identify a theme in the text and use that theme to land on a thesis.
Peer Review: Thesis Statement
Students revise their thesis statements with anonymous feedback from ﬁve classmates.
Rubric:

Thesis is an opinion
Thesis statement is interesting

Print-Out: Evidence Cards
Students collect evidence from the source text to support their thesis statements.

30–45
minutes

30–45
minutes

Looking for more pre-writing resources? You can ﬁnd our full collection here!

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Literary Analysis Essay
Students draft a full literary analysis essay with the support of targeted tips.
Rubric: Thesis statement introduces a strong interpretation of the text(s)
Each topic sentence supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence supports the topic sentence
Explanation shows how the evidence supports the topic sentence
Conclusion restates the thesis and explains why the analysis matters
Language is speciﬁc and concise

120–180
minutes

Before starting to draft, students will see an interactive tutorial for this activity!
Try projecting the tutorial and going through it as a whole class.

1–2 class periods

Revise
Self Review: Literary Analysis Essay
Students review and revise their rough drafts with scaffolded support.
Rubric:

30–90
minutes

Same as Guided Draft
© NoRedInk Corp. All Rights Reserved. www.noredink.com.

Expository/Informational Essay Unit
Objective:

Students plan and write expository essays from scratch based on a prompt.

Prompt:

Why do reality TV shows appeal to so many people?
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

4–6 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1 class period

Tutorial: Writing an Expository Essay
Students learn or review the basics of an expository essay.
Try projecting this tutorial and going through it as a whole class. Have students
vote on the “Try it out!” questions.
Graphic Organizer: Generating Ideas in Response to a Prompt

5–10
minutes

30–40
minutes

Students analyze the prompt, collect evidence, and draft a thesis.
Looking for more pre-writing resources? You can ﬁnd our full collection here!

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Expository Essay

Students draft a full expository/informational essay with the support of targeted tips.
Rubric:

Thesis statement introduces the central idea
Each topic sentence supports the thesis
Each piece of evidence is a fact that supports the topic sentence
Conclusion restates the thesis and explains why readers should care
Organization helps readers understand the thesis
Language is speciﬁc and concise

120–180
minutes

1–2 class periods

Revise
Self Review: Expository Essay
Students review and revise their rough drafts with scaffolded support.
Rubric:

30–90
minutes

Same as Guided Draft

© NoRedInk Corp. All Rights Reserved. www.noredink.com.

Narrative Essay Unit
Objective:

Students plan and draft narrative essays from scratch, focusing on developing conﬂict.

Prompt:

Write a story about a day in the life of a character who has extraordinarily bad luck.
You can replace this prompt with your own in any activity (or use our assignment library)!

Duration:

3–5 class periods, or fewer with homework

Pre-Write

1–2 class periods

Quick Write: Short Story Brainstorm
Students brainstorm about their main characters’ desires and challenges to come up
with a main conﬂict.

20-30
minutes

Model Essay: “Love and Limits”
Walk through this story with the class, focusing on how events escalate through the
rising action into the climax.

15-20
minutes

Try projecting the essay and discussing students’ observations as a whole class!
Graphic Organizer: Outlining Conﬂict
Students plot out their story’s rising action, climax, and falling action in preparation to
write their ﬁrst drafts.

15–20
minutes

Looking for more pre-writing resources? You can ﬁnd our full collection here!

2–3 class periods

Draft
Guided Draft: Narrative Essay
Students draft a full narrative essay with the support of targeted tips.

Before starting to draft, students will see an interactive tutorial for this activity!
Try projecting the tutorial and going through it as a whole class.

120–180
minutes

Rubric: Beginning of the narrative sets the scene and hints at the conﬂict and theme
Middle of the narrative develops a conﬂict that builds in tension, reaches a climax, and is resolved
End of the narrative connects the story’s conﬂict with the theme
Characters are well developed
Language is vivid and descriptive
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SAT and ACT Plans

ACT Practice: Grammar
Objective:

Students practice the grammar skills most heavily tested on the ACT®.

Estimated Time:

3–4 class periods, or fewer with homework

Diagnose

1 class period

Assess: ACT Grammar Diagnostic
Students take a baseline assessment to determine their proﬁciency with the most heavily
tested grammar skills on the ACT.

25–40
minutes

To learn more about using Planning Diagnostics to survey students’ skills, check out
this article in our Help Center: What is a Planning Diagnostic?

Practice

1-2 class periods
Review students’ results from the diagnostic. Assign each student only one of the
practice units below based on an area where the student struggled.

Practice:

Identifying Sentences and Fragments
Punctuation with Conjunctions:
Coordinating (FANBOYs)
Conjunctive Adv. (THAMOs)
Subordinating (SWABIs)
Commas for Clarity
Phrases and Dependent Clauses
Connecting Clauses with Colons and Semicolons
Restrictive and Nonrestrictive Clauses

30–90
minutes

To learn more about using Planning Diagnostic results, check out this article in our
Help Center: Where are the results from my Planning Diagnostic?

Review

1 class period

Passage Quiz: The Protective Power of Chinese Guardian Lions
Students apply what they’ve learned by correcting grammar and conventions errors in a
multi-paragraph passage closely aligned with the ACT.
To learn more about our ACT Passage Quizzes, check out this article in our Help
Center: What are your ACT/SAT passages?

25–40
minutes

Need more ACT-aligned practice? Check out our full collection of ACT Passages!

ACT® is a trademark registered by ACT, Inc., which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this content.
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SAT Practice: Grammar
Objective:

Students practice the grammar skills most heavily tested on the SAT®.

Estimated Time:

3–4 class periods, or fewer with homework

Diagnose

1 class period

Assess: SAT Grammar Diagnostic
Students take a baseline assessment to determine their proﬁciency with the most heavily
tested grammar skills on the SAT.

35–50
minutes

To learn more about using Planning Diagnostics to survey students’ skills, check out
this article in our Help Center: What is a Planning Diagnostic?

Practice

1-2 class periods
Review students’ results from the diagnostic. Assign each student only one of the
practice units below based on an area where the student struggled.
Practice:

Contractions and Possessives
Subject–Verb Agreement
Verb Tense
Identifying Sentences and Fragments
Punctuation with Conjunctions:
Coordinating (FANBOYs)
Conjunctive Adv. (THAMOs)
Subordinating (SWABIs)
Commas for Clarity
Phrases and Dependent Clauses

30–90
minutes

To learn more about using Planning Diagnostic results, check out this article in our
Help Center: Where are the results from my Planning Diagnostic?

Review

1 class period

Passage Quiz: The Masterful Mimicry of Cuckoo Birds
Students apply what they’ve learned by correcting grammar and conventions errors in a
multi-paragraph passage closely aligned with the SAT.
To learn more about our SAT Passage Quizzes, check out this article in our Help
Center: What are your ACT/SAT passages?

25–40
minutes

Need more SAT-aligned practice? Check out our full collection of SAT Passages!

SAT® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this content.
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SAT Practice: Essay
Objective:

Students learn about the SAT® Essay and practice writing rhetorical analysis essays for
sample SAT prompts.

Duration:

3–4 class periods, or fewer with homework

Learn

1 class period

Tutorial: Writing the SAT Essay
Students learn or review the basics of a rhetorical analysis essay, the genre tested on
the SAT.

5–10
minutes

Try projecting this tutorial and having students vote on the “Try it out!” question.
Prompt and Sample Essays: “Let There Be Dark” (from the College Board)
Have students read this SAT Essay prompt and identify the features of the text that make it
persuasive. Then, walk students through low- and high-scoring sample essay responses.
Try projecting the samples and discussing students’ observations as a whole class!

30–40
minutes

In the next task, students will apply what they learned to respond to a new prompt.

1-2 class periods

Try
Guided Draft: “Baseball Is Hurting Our Kids” by Jeff Passan

Students write a full essay for an SAT prompt, supported by targeted tips and scaffolding.
A Guided Draft gives students scaffolding, exemplars, and targeted tips as they
write. For this assignment, allow students more time than the standard 50 minutes
for the SAT Essay so that they can take advantage of these supports and
internalize the requirements of the rhetorical analysis essay genre.

60-100
minutes

For this assignment or the one below, feel free to replace the prompt with a
different one from the SAT (check out our assignment library for more)!

1 class period

Apply
Quick Write: SAT Essay Practice
Students write a full, timed essay for an SAT prompt, without scaffolding.
Prompt: SAT Practice Essay “The Digital Parent Trap”

Provide students with this SAT essay prompt from the College Board as a printed
hand-out or link.
Give students 50 minutes to read the prompt and write their essay. Limiting this
Quick Write activity to 50 minutes will let students practice in test-taking conditions.

SAT® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which was not involved in the production of, and does not endorse, this content.

50
minutes
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